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‘The way of the trailblazer is often 
strewn with rock and thorny bushes.’ 
(Ancient Sicilian folk saying) 

Blazing new trails can be an 
exhilarating adventure, but even the 
‘most cautious adventurer may find 
himself bruised and bleeding at 
journey’s end. Such thoughts never 
entered our minds when we 
embarked on our oft-heralded DC 
talent search two years ago. Armed 
with the advice of my forebears and a 
confidence born of having spent 
some time in my 30-odd year career 
trying to develop new talent on a 
small scale, I ventured forth into the 
countryside determined to find the 
Taw talent that would be tomorrow's 
creative force in the comic book 
industry. 

Our search was successful, I'm glad 
we did it, but I gotta tell you...I was in 
ne way prepared for the events that 
brought us to where we are now and if 
T had it to do over again, I'd need to 
find a new source of time and energy 
It's been fun but it’s been tough! 

In 1981, I found myself in a 
decision-making capacity at DC 
Comics. It became clear to me that if 
DC (and the rest of the comic 
publishers, for that matter) was to 
continue publishing new material for 
an expanding market, we would have 
to find a way to enlarge the talent 
pool to accommodate the growth of 
new kinds of comics and new ideas, 


doing less work in order to do it 
better to mest the demands of the 
rapidly emerging direct sale market. 
‘Still others leit the industry because 
they could net meet those demands. 
And the influx of new talent wasn't 
sufficient to meet current schedule 
requirements, much lees future ones. 

So we embarked on our Talent 
Search...amid scoffing from some 
quarters and a watchful eye from all. 
{It’s significant to note that most of 
the scotfers have since announced 
some form of talent search 
themselves!) 

On the convention trail during 
1982, I looked at portfolios and read 
script submissions till my. eyes 
bled...or felt like they did. Back at the 


office, mail eubmiesions piled up at 
an alarming rate. Two things became 
quickly evident: 1) the talent was out 
there...in goodly numbers, 2) I 
couldn't handle the volume of work 
my other duties demanded and still 
conduct the talent search, What to 
do? We decided that a position 
should be created and a person hired 
to devote all his attention to the task 
of identifying, locating, and training 
new talent. The position: Talent 
Coordinator. And to fill it, old friend 
Sal Amendola. Sal was uniquely 
qualified for the job, having worked in 
every aspect of comic production and 
having spent a considerable amount 
of time in recent years teaching at 
The School of Visual Arts in New 
York City and Jee Kubert’s School of 
Cartoon Art in Dover, New Jersey. 
When we announced Sal's arrival on 
the scene, mail submissions seemed 
to double, and during the 1983 
convention swing we noticed that in 
addition to looking at many new 
portfolios, we found ourselves looking 
at updated portfolios of people whose 
work we had looked at in 1982. They 
came back again to show us that they 
had improved. 

Fair questions: What has this all 
accomplished and where do we go 
from here? Quite a bit and as far as 
we can, sez I. 

1) The New Talent Showcase title was 
created to provide a vehicle to 
showcase the talents of some we feel 
are ready to our comic readers. A 
new, expanded version of this book 
will begin publication sometime in 
1984. 

2) Most, if not all, of the new names 
you'll find in the credits of DC 
Comics are products of the new talent 
program. We expect to add more new 
names. 

3) Sal relentlessly prods our less 
adventuresome editors to take a 
chance with one of the artists or 
writers on his “ready” list (which we 
intend to turn into an actual 
catalogue). This list is comprised of 

people we feel need professional 

experience and feedback to take the 
next step in their development. This 

list adda considerably to our 
available talent pool. 

4) Some of the writers and artists 


presented in the aforementioned New 
Talent Shewcase turned pro before 
their new talent work was published 
(delays in scheduling were caused by 
a series of editorial assignment ghifts) 
and often their pro assignments came 
from other publishers. I'm not always 
happy with that happening, but fair is 
fair...and it does expand the industry 
Otalent pool. It'll all shake out in the 


Ah, the future! We are now 
requesting that mail submissions 
cease. We will not conduct talent 
searches at conventions in 1984. This 
is net because the new talent 
program is ended but because we 
must take the next step to bring the 
program to fruition. We call it phase 
Tl. To wit: All work that has been 
submitted to us will be returned with 
some evaluation or response. In some 
cases we will request updated 
samples for our in-house catalogue 
Others will be informed that they are 
one of the fifty or so who we feel show 
the most promise. These fifty or 50 
will be invited to attend seminars 
condueted by Sa! Amendola and/or 
mysell and others during the summer 
of 1984. The sites of these seminars 
will be determined by the 
demographics of the people chosen. 
Wherever possible, the seminars will 
be conducted in conjunction with or 
adjunct to comic conventions. 
Chicago and San Diego look like 
good bets. We are now making up 
that list and those on it will be 
informed before summer, Please don't 
call us...we'll call (or write) you with 
all the pertinent details as soon as 
they are di ined, For those of you 
not on that list, DC Comics is 
currently preparing a sort of ‘How 
To...” book that may be helpful in 
improving your skills and providing 
the kind of information our talks with 
some of you have indicated would be 
most helpful. Sal Amendola and Nick 
Cuti will co-edit this book and more 
details will follow. 

To all who submitted samples or 
came to talk to us at conventions, 
thanks for letting us look at your 
material. We know how much 
courage that often takes. We enjoyed 
talking with you and look forward to 
doing so again, We apologize to those 
who had to wait long periods of time 
for a response from us to their 
submissions. We did not anticipate 
the volume of submissions that were 
made and we were, and are, clearly 
understaffed. Moving our offices in 
November of 1982 didn't help either. 
Anyway, thanks a bunch for your 
participation, cooperation,and 
understanding when glichs 
developed. I appreciate. 

And by the way, I made up that 
“ancient Sicilian folk saying’ at the 
beginning of this column. It just 
seemed like a better way to start than 
“About our talent search...” 

Thank you and good afternoon... 


“Dick 
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GO TO THE GUYS WHO'LL WIN? 
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"THEY'LL GET THE BEST MEDICINE.. 
BUT, IN TIME, MANY OF ‘EM WILL 
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. VE BEEN A VETERAN'S 
Beosine NETWORK BOOSTER 
FOR 25 YEARS / IF YOU, T00, 
WANT TO HELP A HERO, 

PILL QUT THIS COUPON... 


“EVERY WEEK, IN V.A. HOSPITALS 


ACROSS THE LANO... THEY PRODUCE 
RADIO- STYLE SHOWS LISIN! THE 
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SHE GIVES 
20 MUCH! 


Yes, | want to help a hero 
\'m at least 16 years old. 


NAME: ___ 


ADDRESS: _____ 


MAIL TO: 
Veteran's Bedside Network 
1841 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10023 


Attention: Arnold Drake 
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Dear Editor, 

Who is Stephen R. Bissette? 

He is magnificent! His drawing is a 
wild, phantasmagorical blend of Berni 
Wrightson, Tom Yeates, and especially 
Basil Wolverton! Those delirium 
tremens visions with disembodied 
brains and floating eyes reminded me of 
the best of Wolverton's work in the old 
Atlas line of in MISTER MYSTERY 
during the 1950s. 

His chilling rendition of Arcane and 
the fantastic Un-Men excited me great- 
ly. | am intrigued t6 discover how he 
escaped that debacle in the cemetery 
some years ago. 

Lenjoy this periodical immensely and 
hope it will not suffer the same fate of 
DC's two other preternatural mystery 
comics canceled this year, NIGHT 
FORCE and HOUSE OF MYSTERY. in 
peace requiescat! 

As to @ Phantom Stranger title, | 
swiftly reply affirmatively! Also, 
resurrect the Spectre title! 

In closing, I'd like to register a 
complaint. Who is this “T.M. Maple’? Is 
it Meéessary that he write under an 
alias? | intend to complain to the editors 
of several titles about this! Aliases for 
simple letters vex me. I've seen letters 
aigned recently with such appellations 
8 “The Sisters Wu," “T.M. Maple,” and 
“GK” and am beginning to wish comic 
companies would refuse to publish 
letters written under an alias as most 
fhewaoapers of stature dol 

“NIETZSCHE" 

alias JEFF WARREN 

Rt. 2 Box 121 
McMinnville, TN 37110 

They seek him here, they seek him 
there, they seek this Maple every- 
where. Although the Sisters Wu are 
certainly real enough, | can only surmise 
that “CK” is Cap‘n Kangaroo. As for the 
Mad Maple, fear not. | never print his 
Jetters.—Joey 


Dear Len, Marty, and Stephen, 

The first thing | did when | picked #17 
Off the newsstand was to flip to the first 
page and look at the indicia at the 
bottom of that page. Well, | know I'm 
strange, but am | that strange? This 
ofice, [think | can be forgiven, since after 
going Swamp Thingless jast month | 
wanted to see if the words “Published 
monthly” were still there. They were. 
(Whew!) So, it was merely a case of a 
skipped issue (a DC rarity) and now 
we're backon track. Just to go on record: 
(think | prefer to have a month skipped 
{though with advance notice) rather 


than have a hasty, substandard fill-in 
issue put into the gap. 

| don’t know if there's a heck of a lot! 
can say about the story, since it was 
mainly a set-up type of tale, but I'll give 
it a try. First, it was good to see Cable 
back and to have this current series tied 
in a little more with the past series. 
Cable is truly a sorry picture, more scary 
in some ways than the monsters that 
haunt him. It is interesting that you 
brought in electro-shock treatment, as 
well as alcohol, as a cause of his current 
Condition. in North America such mis- 
use of psychiatric treatment is largely 
the tragic result of mistakes of confu- 
sion, but in many totalitarian countries 
such methods are used as a matter of 
course on “enemies of the state.” That 
Sunderland would use such tactics is 
entirely believable and nonetheless 
Chilling. And speaking of monsters, the 
depiction of them this issue was partic- 
ularly effective. Kudos to whoever 
desighed them. The most chilling of all 
was Arcane him(?)self—though | think 
this is @s much for his mental and 
emotional deformation as for his 
physical appearance. 

Lastiy, I'd like to just mention that | 
hope the current team can be held 
together for a while. Am | dreaming? 

T.M. MAPLE 

Toronto, Ontario 

Yeah, you're dreaming, but it’s @ dream 
of sheer bliss if you é¢onsider that 
SWAMP THING is now scripted by Alan 
Moore. In fact, that should be good fora 
couple of sleepless nights, as well. By 
the way, Len will correct me if i'm 
but those creatures were 
designed by Stephen Bissétte. You had 
to be here to see the preliminary draw- 
ings. Enough to make a grown man 
quiver. And once more: this book is 
healthy, hear? Let's hear no more “'bi- 
monthly” or “cancelation” talki—Joey 


Dear Marty, Stephen, and John, 

DEVELOPMENTSIII 

That's the one word that best 
describes the current story line in 
SOTST. “And Things that Go Bump in 
the Night’: in Swampy #17 exemplified 
this to the fullest. Having recently just 
been turned on to the SWAMP THING, | 
have, tracked down as many of the 
old/new SWAMP THING series books 
as possible. (I'm literally “swamp-ed” 
with back issues.) 

But back to issue #17! 

We're treated to a beautifully 
rendered Yeates/Bissette cover illus- 
tration that simply sets the mood for the 
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delectables within. What a shock to 
learn that that kneeling figure is none 
other than Matt Cable! 

The linear quality and creative com- 
position in the artwork were magnifi- 
cent! Pages 10 and 14 show some pretty 
incredible techniques! What medium 
did you guys use to get those soft, subtle 
tones? 

More developments are revealed con- 
cerning the exhuming of Linda's body, 
Cable's dealings with Wicker, and then 
the shocking disappearance -of Arcane!! 
This is a great story line, Marty, and your 
writing has @ very consistent flow that 
does indeed enhance the artwork. 

My prediction: Linda's body contains 
the remnants of the bio-restorative 
formula 

JOHN BACH 

565 Amherst Lane 

Hoffman Estates, IL 60195 

The medium Steve and John use is 

Madame Rhonda, a woman from the old 

tountry with a cunning way with 
ectoplasm.—Joey 


Dear Editors, 

| feel | must Send you this note regard- 
ing the graphic genius behind SOTST 
#17. 


The beautiful finé-precision designs 
€nd inking bring to mind the great 
fantasy illustrator Virgil Finlay. This is 
combined with the intense and obsess- 
6d weirdness of such artists as Francis 
Bacon or even Ralph Steadman. An 
inspired combo! 

The layouts and coloring are damn 
heart the best I've ever witnessed in the 
Gomic book medium. A truly amazing 
book. Congratulations on achieving 
excellence in a field so often over- 
Crowded with sloppy, uncaring hack 
work. 

T. CALDWELL 

Box 562 

Wyandotte, MI 48192 

Thanks for the high praise, T. By the 

way, that “comic book medium” you 

refer to is Madame Rhonda, a woman 
from the old country...—Joey 


Déar Len, Marty, Stephen, and John, 
Let Me congratulate you on the 
worderful job you've been doing with 
the resurtection of the SWAMP THING, 
At first, | was hesitant to build up my 
hopes. ISsues rolled by, and they seem- 
éd to be getting better and better. Sure, 
the writing was good, and 86 was the 
art, but | found myself wondering how 
long it would take for the book to lose 


direction again. The first ten issues of 
the original comic were wonderful, and 
even after those the book showed 
promise, but bit by bit the story bogged 
down and the credits kept changing. The 
original series ended, and the SWAMP 
THING faded to guest appearances, 

Now a new book: After the finale of 
the first story, | was quite pleased. Then! 
heard Yeates was leaving and it seemed 
that Alec was doomed to the same fate. 
Nevertheless, | waited, and who should 
show up? Steve Bissette, one of the best 
artists in the field, particularly for horror 
comics. Gentlemen, | urge you to keep 
this line-up. John’s inks have adapted 
well to Steve’s unusual style and the 
current story line is wonderful. 

In issue #17, both Abby and Matt 
returned! And then the disappearance 
of Linda’s body and the connection 
between Dennis and Matt! incredible! 
But that's not alll On page 20 | 
wondered who that mysterious figure 
could possibly be, and | hoped it would 
be Arcane, Alec's most horrifying foe to 
date. twas! Now! am in SWAMP THING 
heaven! 

You guys have taken SWAMP THING 
and actually made it better than the 
original Wein/Wrightson collabora- 
tions, something which, until now, | 
would have thought impossible. I'm 
overjoyed to see Len editing the book. 
You guys have succeeded in bringing 
together all the loose threads, tying 
them into one extremely involved and 
wonderful story. I'm glad to see 
someone finally bringing the book up to 
its full potential. Keep doing it, guys! It’s 
great! 

DAVE (Arcane fanatic) GOYER 

2847 Aurora 

Ann Arbor, Mi 48105 

Glad you got a big kick out of issue 17, 

Dave. Your enthusiasm will fire future 

issues, that's for sure. And hey, if you 

think Arcane is “the most horrifying foe 

to date,” you should see him at a party, 

when he really...Yow/ Sorry, Leni— 
Joey 


Dear Marty, 

| sometimes eat while reading a comic 
book (people munch in theaters, right?) 
and made the attempt during “...And 
Things that Go Bump in the Night” 
(SOTST #17). But the splash page—with 
the title framed by little boogers eating 
each other—totally ruined my appetite. 
Ifa comic book can affect me that way, it 
must be good, | figure. 

You also did a good job on the letter- 
col. Letters chosen were honest, order- 
ly, and opinionated. Your replies were 
logical and did not dodge issues. But 
since about half the letters page dwelt 
on the Phantom Stranger, isn’t it clear 
that readers respond to PS stories? | 
don’t know how large the Stranger 
market is, but if you're looking for buyers 
of PS tales, count me in. 

ART VIDRO 

34 North Court 

Roslyn Heights, NY 11577 

il have to admit that Bissette and 
Totleben give new meaning to the 
vhrase “splash page,” huh? How about 


@ little cover warning to make sure 
readers don't peruse SOTST and eat 
simultaneously? As for the Phantom 
Stranger...—Joey 


Dear Marty, 

Concerning the Phantom Stranger’s 
fate, | hereby cast my vote for him to 
receive his own mag. Asa matter of fact, 
| demand he receive his own mag! 

DONAVON R. ICE, JR 
R.D. 4 Cedar Manor 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 


Dear Mr. Wein, 
RE: A new Phantom Stranger book. 
Consider me officially clamoring. (Is 
Jim Aparo too busy?) Thank you 


JOHN HENRY SAIN 

6659 McLoughlin Drive 

Central Point, OR 97502 

The Stt@nger may be @ phantom but 
there's hothing phantasmal about his 
fans! More on this another time, ‘cause 
it’s time for me to fade|—Joey Cavalieri 


DON'T MISS THE 


NEXT EXCITING ISSUE... 


ON GALE FEBRUARY 16#4! 


EAR 


IN FAMOUS NAME EARN $1.00 AN ITEM 


Ce) J [ Ice 6 C onnkit 
Dect LA a & Gitls FAGM Feet SALES BOOKLET! 
GO, GO, GO oe CAPTAIN‘O”! = you pay nothing... owe nothing... return 
PICK YOUR PRIZE from Olympics FREE full-  7othing! You get full membership information 
color Prize Catalog! OR KEEP CASH —$1.00for and all sales material FREE! 

every item sold! It's easy to ear PRIZES or SO DONT WAIT! Call our Captain “O” oper- 
CASH by seiling All Occasion Cards, Personal ator TOLL FREE now, or mail us your name, ad- 
ized Stationery and Gifts from ‘oymace FREE dress and zip code TODAY! 


1984 Sales Booklet! 
Booklet to fri iatives, OLYMPIC SALES CLUB, INC. 
eins Aiea e eee Cee DSBLBANGI Enfield, CT 06082 


SOCCER BALL I oi cov 
4 paeetee Sell 13.items —_ viogo Game avstent 
Belt 13 ho ‘Sell 100 Items 
} WALKIE- 
TALKIE SET WITH 
MORSE CODE 
Sell 19 Items 


Roane ee 7 items 


Sell 13 tems 


SNO-HUT 
‘FLEXIBLE FLYER: 
‘Sell 13 tems. Bae ct 


ia DELUXE WESTCLOX AM/FM IP, SP NEB TANK | 
E IETER UNO CARD GAME ‘DSET RADIO™ ‘BASKETBALL BY BATTLE GAME WATCH 
@ 1986 OLvMPIC SALES c.uB, tw, Sell 10 tems Sell 7 Rems Sell 17 Items 


She or another 
CAPTAIN “0” 
operator is waiting 
to rush your name, 
address and ZIP 

CODE to us. 


% Service available in 48 
United States and Puerto 
Rico. Alaska and Hawaii 
please repiy by mail. 


PLEASE. . operators can take 
name and address only... 
CANNOT answer 
questions. 


Three Will Get You One. Free! 


Here's a fantastic chance to add to ee Se 


The Great Monogram 1/24th Scale Car Giveaway 


your model car collection. Or start a Official Certificate 


I 
new one. Just buy any three different 
Monogram 1/24th scale car kits and I 
we'll send you another one. Absolutely 
free. See details on coupon. 
Buy your Monogram favorites— i 
the hot ones from Detroit, muscle cars, ] 
street machines, Grand National or Morton Grove, IL 60053 
the latest race cars—any model at all. T send my tee 1/24 scale cart: Pease print leary) 
They're all designed for detail and | pebbee 
I 
| 
I 
I 
I 
I 
& 


Complete and mail this certificate together with the dated cash 
register receipts or a photo copy of the receipts and the top of 
the front page of the instruction sheets (no reproduction) from 
any three different Monogram 1/24th scale car kits showing the 
Monogram trademark and stock numbers of the kits. Monogram 
reserves the right to choose which 1/24th scale model car kit 
to send you. Mail to: 

/24th Car Offer 

Monogram Models, Inc. 

RO. Box 813 


built for fun. ADDRESS. 
Visit your Monogram dealer soon. city 
After all, chances like this don’t come SATE IP 


i Limit one free model kit per household or organization. Allow 
down the pike every day. 6-8 weeks for delivery. Offer void where prohibited, taxed, or 


otherwise restricted. No rainchecks or other price/product 
guarantees will be honored. Certificates are non-transferable, 
non-reproducible. Offer good only in U.S.A. and Puerto Rico. 


Monogram Models, Inc. is not responsible for lost, misdirected. 
or late mail. 

Purchases must be made between November 15, 1983 and 
July 31, 1984. Requests must be postmarked no later than 
August 15, 1984. pc | 


‘Monocram Soar Mt 
mite 


‘©1983 Monogram Models, Inc. All Rights Reserved ©1983 Monogram Models, Inc. 
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